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CELEBRATING 200 YEARS  OF

Bringing GeorgiaTogether.

Perry is celebrating 
200 years in 2024!

Join us for a year-long celebration
of humble beginnings in 1824 to

growing into the vibrant
community we love today.

Community Pop Up PartiesCommunity Pop Up Parties
We’re bringing the party to you! Our party trolley  
will travel throughout Perry neighborhoods for
picture opportunities and celebrations!
View dates, times, and locations of the pop up parties
by scanning the QR code.

Historical ToursHistorical Tours
The Perry Area Historical Society offers interactive
Evergreen Cemetery, Downtown, and Christmas
Trolley Tours at the end of 2024!
View dates, times, and locations of the tours by 
scanning the QR code. Pre-registration required.

Celebrate Beyond 2024Celebrate Beyond 2024
Learn about Perry’s rich history at all of our
special events! Drop by the 200th tent at any of
our special events to purchase shirts, hats, and
other commemorative items to show your Perry
pride in 2024 and beyond!



Let's Start At The Beginning...

In 1822, twenty families were
living in log cabins calling
their little settlement
Wattsville. They made paths
and roads that crossed at
right angles through thickets
of tall pines, waving saplings,
and rich undergrowth or red
oak to connect with each
other and lead back to
civilization. 

The desirable land soon 
drew more settlers.
Purchasers came not only
from surrounding counties
but from neighboring 
Florida, North Carolina and
South Carolina.

THE LITTLE SETTLEMENT OF WATTSVILLE, GEORGIA

THE EARLY YEARS (1824-1912)

The original city limits of Perry formed a
rough circle with a half-mile radius from
the courthouse square, except for where
Big Indian Creek formed a natural
boundary for the city.

Perry became the center of business for
Houston County. Several small industries
grew around Perry including gristmills,
sawmills, and cotton gins.

The population stayed relatively small
with only 836 people in the 1870 Census.
Significant growth would not come to
Perry area until the 20th century.

BUSINESS CENTER (1912-1945)

The City of Perry's historic downtown
began to form into its current shape
through the 1910s and 1920s. A number of
one and two story shops and businesses
were built along Carroll Street between
Ball Street and Washington Street.

The spread of new technology into rural
Houston County facilitated downtown
Perry's formation, particularly with the
first electric lighting in 1912.

The 1920s and 1930s saw sustained
population growth with 1,542 people
according to the Census in 1940.



Let's Start At The Beginning...
THE LITTLE SETTLEMENT OF WATTSVILLE, GEORGIA

POST-WAR BOOM (1945-1990)

In June 1941, a regional effort succeeded
in gaining approval from the U.S. War
Department to construct what is now
known at Robins Air Force Base.

Between 1940 and 1960, Perry's
population quadrupled. I-75 was
completed through Perry in 1960s.

In 1990, Perry cemented its status as a
center of agriculture for rural south and
central Georgia with the Georgia National
Fairgrounds and Agricenter. The Georgia
National Fair regularly brings in more than
half a million people to Perry each
October.

A NEW ERA (1990-2020)

Perry's population started to grow again in
the 2000s and 2010s. Officials began
investing in the development of the
downtown area and community at large.

Perry Parkway was built in the 1990s to
draw new development on the outskirts of
the city.



Oliver

OLIVER PERRY'S BEGINNING
Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry, born in
1785, was part of a navy family dynasty.

Hazard
Perry

MILITARY CAREER
He is most known for his victorious
leadership in the War of 1812 and the
Battle of Lake Erie in 1813.

DECORATED CAREER
In 1814, he was honored with the
Congressional Gold Medal and Thanks of
Congress for his service during the War of
1812.

LEGACY
Over 20 U.S. locations are named after
Commodore Perry. The City of Perry,
Georgia was chartered in December 1824.

Source: https://kids.britannica.com/Source: https://kids.britannica.com/



C E L E B R A T I N G  2 0 0  Y E A R S
O F  B R I N G I N G  G E O R G I A  T O G E T H E R

NEW ARRIVALS
JUST DROPPED

$20

Limited quantities & sizes available for purchase at the
Perry Welcome Center (808 Carroll Street) and at

premier City events.

SC
AN TO LEARN MORE &

VIEW

 200TH CELEBRATION EVEN
TS

!

$10 $10





Nestled next to the Perry Public Library in the former home of Dr. Horace Evans in 1923, you will find
the Perry Area Historical Museum. The house displays a uniquely southern charm that has become
synonymous with Perry, Georgia. The real treasure, however, is located within the walls of this historic
home.

The Perry Area Historical Society was founded in 1981 by passionate citizens who sought to preserve
the Perry area's rich history and landmarks for future generations. 

Each room within the museum holds a story of Perry's prominent past filled with pictures and artifacts.
You will be pleased to discover something new every time you walk through the doors.

Address | 901 Northside Drive, Perry, GA 31069
Phone Number | 478-224-4442
Hours of Operation | Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 10 AM - Noon & 2 PM - 4 PM 
Website | perryhistoricalsociety.org

Preserving Perry's rich history and landmarks for future generations...

The Perry Area Historical Society also
provides self-guided, virtual tours to
stroll down Perry's historic streets.

Take a virtual walk through Perry's historic streets...

the history for yourself...
Experience

http://www.perryhistoricalsociety.org/museum.html


Historic Tours InformationHistoric Tours Information

Evergreen Cemetery ToursEvergreen Cemetery Tours
Through the beautiful stone archway to Evergreen

Cemetery, the serene elegance and natural beauty is the
final resting place of many early pioneers of Houston

County. This guided tour brings their stories to life.

Select dates in October 2024. Registration is required.

Downtown Walking ToursDowntown Walking Tours
Historic Downtown Perry dates back to the early 1900s.

This guided walking tour goes behind the scenes to show
how Perry's downtown area went from a few one and two-
story shops to the premier destination it's known for today

Select dates in November 2024. Registration is required.

Christmas Trolley ToursChristmas Trolley Tours
The holidays in Perry are always a special time of the year.

Enjoy a  traditional trolley ride filled with carols,
decorations, and  history!

Select dates in December 2024. Registration is required.

www.perry-ga.gov/200
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PERRY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1005 CARROLL STREET

Cast in  ________ by the Meneely Bell
Foundry...

PERRY CITY HALL
808 CARROLL STREET 

Named in his honor, Houston County
was created in ________.

NEW PERRY HOTEL
800 MAIN STREET

Registered as a National Historic Site
in ________.

COURTYARD STREETCLOCK
MAIN STREET/BALL STREET

Dedicated April 3, ________.

BLUE BIRD BUS SITE
COMMERCE STREET/BALL STREET

In ________, the first Blue Bird bus was
built on this site.

PERRY EVENTS CENTER
1121 MACON ROAD

General Courtney Hodges Hicks
born in ________.

SINCLAIR SERVICE STATION
700 CARROLL STREET

Old Dixie Highway c________.

PERRY AREA HISTORICAL MUSEUM
901 NORTHSIDE DRIVE

Home of Dr. Horace Evans c________.

Scavenger Hunt
Fill in the blanks by searching for the clues below.
Complete the card, including your contact information,
to be entered into a drawing for a Perry surprise pack!

Let's Celebrate!
It's Perry's 200th birthday!

Name: ______________________________

Email: _______________________________

Enter Drawing
Return completed card to the
Welcome Center (808 Carroll Street)
or email Tabitha.Clark@perry-ga.gov.

Address:____________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
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Inside
Perry

The Perry ,  GA Podcast .

ST  Yin touch!
The City of Perry is proud to offer a variety of
ways you can stay in touch with us!

There are several ways to receive relevant and
timely information from your local government.

PERRY POINTSPERRY POINTS

Text message service to ask questions,
submit work requests, send a message
to staff, and sign up for text alert
notifications.

BEST FORBEST FOR

Those who like information sent directly
to their mobile phone or frequently use
text to communicate.

PERRY PREVIEWPERRY PREVIEW BEST FORBEST FOR

Those who like to receive non-urgent
information in their email once a
month.

Monthly newsletter sent to your email.
Includes occasional e-blasts with
information about a particular subject
or event.

SOCIAL MEDIASOCIAL MEDIA BEST FORBEST FOR

Those who use social media for
news and to connect with others.

The City of Perry is on Facebook,
Instagram, and LinkedIn. Find the links
in the QR code above.

INSIDE PERRY PODCASTINSIDE PERRY PODCAST BEST FORBEST FOR

Those interested in a casual
conversation about Perry's latest
happenings and topics.

Get an inside look at Perry, Georgia's
local government. Episodes are short and
cover topics you want to know about.

How we communicate:
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INTERNATIONALINTERNATIONAL
FESTIVALFESTIVAL

DOWNTOWNDOWNTOWN
DISCODISCO

BUZZARDBUZZARD  
DROPDROP

EVENTSEVENTS
2024

Glowga
JANUARY

Glowga
FEBRUARY

Food Truck Friday
Perry Presents

MARCH

Perry Presents
APRIL

Food Truck Friday
Perry Presents

MAY

Open Streets
Juneteenth

JUNE

July 4th
Celebration

JULY

Downtown 
Disco

AUGUST

Fall Film Series
Food Truck Friday

International Festival

SEPTEMBER

Fall Film Series
Art in the Park

OCTOBER

Fall Film Series
Food Truck Friday

NOVEMBER

Fall Film Series
Buzzard Drop

DECEMBER

SC
AN

 TO LEARN MO
RE!SC

AN
 TO LEARN MO

RE!


